
                            The Tragic Story of  

                           BRONWYN ANGEL TRUTER  

                           BORN 2001/11/05 (10 years old) 

 

Bronwyn was a loving friendly little girl who always smiled no matter what the situation was. 

She loved her family and friends and was a very giving child. Bronwyn loved school and playing 

with her little brother and sister. Bronwyn loved telling everyone about the things that 

happened to her during the day. Bronwyn was a beautiful little girl who everybody liked and 

loved as soon as they met her. Bronwyn loved reading books for hours at a time especially her 

Bible every day. Bronwyn loved giving her friends and family lots of love, hugs and kisses all 

the time every chance she got.                                       

 



 

On the 24th of April 2010 Bronwyn showed gastro symptoms. Her parents Craig and Nicolene 

Truter rushed her through to Mulbarton hospital where she was admitted for gastro into the 

paediatric ward in the early hours of the morning. An hour later it was discovered that 

Bronwyn’s blood sugar was  44.7 and she was going into diabetes ketoacidosis (her blood was 

busy turning into acid). Bronwyn was diagnosed with insulin dependent diabetes type 1(insulin 

– dependent mellitus). 

She was not doing well at all so was then transferred to ICU. By the 25th Bronwyn went into a 

coma and later that evening she stopped breathing. Our hearts stopped as we thought we lost 

her, but they managed to resuscitate her and they put her onto a ventilator to breath for her. 

Late on the 26th of April Bronwyn had a cardiac arrest and was successfully resuscitated after 5 

minutes. Doctors told us that she wouldn’t make it through the evening and that we needed to 

go and say our goodbye’s to her before she passed away. 

 

We refused to accept this -just a few days earlier she was a healthy little girl, jumping, playing, 

laughing and running around after her brother and sister and nothing was wrong with her .We 

were in a state of shock and could not believe what we were hearing as the tears ran down 

our faces.  We went in and spent a few minutes with her and then had to leave the ICU, when 

we came out of the room we had decided that we were not going to just accept this!  We 

started making phone calls to make arrangements for her to be transferred via ICU ambulance 

to Garden City Pediatric intensive care unit urgently to try save her life.  This was our last 

resort to try and save our angel.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     



 

As she arrived at Garden City, she was placed UNDER THE CARE OF AN AMAZING DOCTOR, DR 

BARTLETT, they immediately shaved all her hair off and drilled holes into her scull to place 

sensors to measure her brain pressures which were dangerously high. It was touch and go for 

the next few hours which turned into days .Her father Craig and mom Nicolene stayed at the 

hospital for days and days which turned into weeks .  Their other kids were being taken to the 

hospital to visit their parents while they sat day and night by Bronwyn’s side .They were only 

getting a few hours sleep in shifts at a time in the back seat of the cars while bathing in the 

bathrooms at the hospital. After about 4 weeks they managed to stabilize Bronwyn. But she 

still remained in a coma. By this time her parents had to return back to work and it was so 

difficult for them .As they were going straight to work and then to the hospital after wards, 

whilst praying all the time that their little girl would just get better and come home.      

They then performed a CT scan on Bronwyn and discovered that she had damage to her right 

frontal lobe of her brain. It was shocking news for her parents as they now had to deal with 

the fact that Bronwyn might not fully recover. After six weeks they sent Bronwyn in for surgery 

to have a feeding tube put through her stomach wall so they could feed her through a tube, at 

the same time they cut a hole into her throat to put a tracheotomy for her to breathe. The 

whole time they were trying to get her blood sugar under control as it was just going all over 

the place as little Bronwyn was so ill. The whole time Bronwyn was still in a coma for 2 Months 

were she was fighting for her life on a daily basis 

 



Bronwyn was in Garden City pediatric ICU for 79 days before they decided that she was stable 

enough to transfer her to Netcare Rehabilitation Hospital. In the Rehab hospital she had a 

Doctor and multiple physiotherapists who were working on her every single day to try and 

rehabilitate her. Bronwyn started to come out of the coma, but she did not recognize anyone 

around her or follow basic commands. Bronwyn still requires major surgery on her wind pipe 

as her wind pipe has grown closed, but she is too weak to have the surgery yet. 

In December an amazing company by the name of Inter-Active Technologies through 94.7 

pledged their help and support with 24hours, 7days a week nursing care for Bronwyn, to be 

able to come home for Christmas. This company has really helped her parents every step of 

the way through this year 2011 as they would never have managed without them.  

Bronwyn has been improving to a point at home where she has started moving a little more of 

her legs and arms. She still does not recognize or communicate with anyone but we all hope 

and pray every day that a miracle will happen. She is still being fed through a tube in her 

tummy and she is still breathing through the pipe in her throat. 

 

Bronwyn was also recently in ICU again for about 10 days with septic shock caused by her 

tracheotomy. She was very sick and we almost lost her again. They have an appointment with 

Bronwyn’s Pediatric ENT again in January so that the doctor can try remove the pipe in her 

throat. They have been told that this is an extremely dangerous surgery but she really needs to 

have it because the tracheotomy is causing problems with her health. Bronwyn is also 

suffering with bad spasms that need to be treated. 

They recently had to sell their house and find another house because they only had a 2 room 

house with no dining room either and it was a small semi house so there was no room for 

Bronwyn’s physio equipment or even a bedroom for their other kids, as Bronwyn’s medical 

bed takes up most of the one room already and she still has machines etc. And they needed 



less steps to push Bronwyn’s wheel chair up and down as it is very difficult to move her in and 

out the house with the wheel chair and machines as well as she is getting really heavy now.  

She can’t regulate her own body temperature, so it has to be checked all the time and they 

have to try and control it for her but this becomes rather hard to do in the very hot summers 

and the very cold winters so due to that she needs an air conditioner but her parents can’t 

afford one , as well as she needs her room to be tiled out as she has a very old carpet in there 

at the moment and it has been cleaned professionally but this is still not sterile environment 

so germs can collect and make her gets infections very quickly as she is type 1 diabetic and 

breaths through the tracheotomy. 

Bronwyn also needs 24 hour nursing care and the care she is getting now is currently  being 

sponsored by a company called Inter-Active Technologies .Her parents have no means  of 

being able to get nursing care, as it is very costly and she has to have 2 nurses 24 hours per 

day to be with her all the time and both her parents work to try and provide for them every 

month .She has to have special liquid feeds and it costs a fortune , as well as she needs 

neurological physiotherapy three times a week, and needs to see her doctors every two to 

three months which depletes the medical aid very quickly and leaves them with no funds and 

then they have to try find the cash themselves then to take her to see all doctors etc., 

Bronwyn also uses a lot of medical equipment in every month like tracheotomy vents 

,tracheotomy tape ,medical gloves, adult nappies , gauze swabs, baby rash bum cream ,10ml & 

60ml syringes ,Nacl for Nebulizer ,cordosyl mouth wash , wet wipes, suction catheters, surgical 

masks, hand wash, disinfectant wash , sterile water , yanker suction ,paper towels ,linen 

savers, glucose testing strips ,ketone test strips ,she needs a new micky feeding tube to and 

new splints for her arms and legs as well as a new wheel chair to be made for her with head 

and neck support  .They need cctv camera’s to monitor her room .They also need hoists to be 

installed in bathroom to be able to pull her up and other bathing equipment .And ramps to be 

installed around house to get her in and out . 

 Her father Craig and Nicolene Truter take the best care of her and their other two kids that 

they can. They work so hard and they take every cent they have to buy all Bronwyn’s  medical 

supplies and things she needs every month but they still are not managing to make it with the 

costs of everything these days and all the things they have to pay for every month  

Please can you help this family, and make life a little easier for them, as they 

have been through so much and it is taking a huge toll  on them financially, 

spiritually, mentally, physically and emotionally. Please give them a fantastic 

Christmas to come and a New year without having to worry about all these’s 



things to in 2012. And how they are going to be able to take care of Bronwyn and 

there 2 other kids needs as well. Where all they need to worry about is having 

quality family time! 

The following is a list of the requirements that needs to be met for Bronwyn! 

¶ 24 hours -7 days a week nursing care. 

¶ Air conditioner -Hot & cold. 

¶ Bedroom to be tiled out completely so it is sterile.  

¶ New wheel Chair to be made with neck & head support. 

¶ Suction Machine with back up battery.  

¶ Ramps to be installed around outside of house for wheel chair access. 

¶ Needs Neurological physiotherapy 2 to 3 times per week. 

¶ CCTV camera’s install into Bronwyn’s room to monitor at all times. 

¶ Hoists to be installed into bathroom by bath to lift Bronwyn & and other specialized 

bathing equipment needed to. 

¶ Bronwyn also uses a lot of medical supplies every month and she needs these’s Medical 

Supplies , 

¶ Tracheotomy vents.  

¶ Tracheotomy tape.  

¶ Medical gloves.  

¶ Adult nappies.  

¶ Gauze swabs. 

¶  Baby rash bum cream.  

¶ Syringes 10ml & 60ml. 

¶  Nacl for Nebulizer.  

¶ Cordosyl mouth wash.  

¶ Wet wipes.  

¶ Suction catheters. 

¶  Surgical masks. 

¶  Disinfectant hand wash.  

¶  Sterile water.  

¶  Yanker suction tube.  

¶ Paper towels. 

¶ Linen savers. 

¶ Glucose testing strips. 



¶ Ketone test strips.  

¶ New micky feeding tube . 

¶ New splints for her arms and legs to be made.  

¶ Hammock and stand for her therapy. 

¶ Arnica oil 

¶ Nutrica nutrini max high fibre  

¶ Gym for her siblings      

 


